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Weekend review

- Duo plays old,

new and

MUSIC

Australian Guitar Duo
T30pen, August 22, 200E, Wishey Music
.

Reviewer: Harry White

The atmosphere wis lively and
playful as the audience made their
way back o their seats for the
second half of the performance.
The crowd was as enthuskastc as
anc could wish, and in fct [ suspect
the performers. [acob Cordover and
Rupert Bovd from the Australian
Guitar Duo, weme not the only
guitarists in the room. |

It is possible o give an accurale
simplistic account of the reperioire
for elassical guitar - icis old, new, or
Spanish. The program reflected this,
with all the composers helng born
before 1602, after 1922, or indesd
Lpanish.

Of the three styles, the duo had
thi hest feal for the newer works,
The way they played The Swire by
William Lawes (1602-1645) and Gal-
tigrd e the Flar Pavane by lohn
Johmston (e 1540-1595)  reminced
the audience they were young men —
they tried o wring oo much from
EEE;I phrase.

The two stared playing wopether
at the AN Sehonol of Music, where

TALEWTED: The Austrafian Guitar Dun,
with Jacab Cordover and Fupeart Boyd,
Biars o vars! reperbaire of songs,

they both L'|:]-1||.|_1|1,:I::|:| thee under-

pduate study in 2004, The excel-
enl communication between  the
duo is mo dowubt due to these yeirs of
playing together.

Sill, their  individueal siyles of
playing are quite different. Each of
them aciwally playved a lnle like their

Spanish

respective hairsyles. Boyd's was
charismatic and appealing, but in
the end a litdle unruly. In contrast,
facob’s was more resrrained, but
very procise,

La Vida Breve by Manuel de Falla
(1876-1946 and Spanish) was a par-
ticularly fine cxample of the players
ensemble skills and henefited from
Boyd's lovely rich tome in his mid-
range of his instrument. It is also a
lovely piece of music,

But two moments, in particular,
were e highlights of the evening.
The first was one of Australian
composer Phillp Houghton's three
works performed during the evening
— Whee Badigroe,

It iz exremely reminiscent of
American  minimalist  composer
Steve Reich's Eleciric Counferpair,
recorded by Par Metheney in
L4947,

This siyle of composition is
beautifully austere, and the duo
performed Houghton's version of it
enirancingly.

The second stand-out moment
was in Migel Westlake's Songs from
e Forest, written for the duo’s old
teachers Tim Kain and John Wil-
liams, Westlake uses dhyhimic uni-
son and harmonics - a technigue
which produces a ghosily one - o
fantastic efect.

It was 8 wonderful moment in the
performance by this excellent guitar
dun,



